The Messier Hunt

Introduction.

The Messier Catalog is one of the first catalogues beginning Amateur astronomers come
into contact with as soon as he or she opens their first astronomy book. This list happens
to include most, but not quite all, of the finest of these objects observable from mid-
northern latitudes. There is nothing in the catalog that the owner a three-inch telescope or
larger cannot reach under good observing conditions. Many of the objects can be seen
with binoculars and some with the naked eye. Thus, the Messier Catalog is a happy
hunting ground for any amateur with a taste for deep sky objects.

The Messier Hunter Club.
To obtain an award you must observe the following rules:
Rule 1:

Observe all 110 Messier objects and keep a record of your observations. (Use the
included observing form and checklist. Make as many copies of the observing form as
needed) Your notes must show:

a. Date of observation;

b. Time of observation;

c. Seeing conditions;

d. Aperture size of telescope;
e. Power used;

f. A short note describing your observation of the object.
Rule 2:
Once you have completed you observations, put the relevant forms in a binder and submit

it to the Observatory Director. Once approved a certificate will be awarded at the next
business meeting.

Note:
Since the purpose of the Messier Club is to familiarize the observer with the nature and

location of the objects in the sky, the use of an computerized telescope which finds the
objects automatically is not acceptable.



Observed Messier # Type
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Observing Log

Object: Date: UTC/civil
Right Ascension: Time: UTC/std/ds
Declination: Seeing: Transparency:
Constellation: Steadiness:
Magnitude: Temperature:
Size: Telescope:
Eyepiece/Magnification:
Filters:
Notes:
Finder Chart: Field Size:

Observer:




